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PRESS RELEASE
2nd EUROPEAN BLUES CHALLENGE
Friday, 16th March 2012
Saturday, 17th March 2012
Location: Kesselhaus at Kulturbrauerei

Knaackstr. 97, 10435 Berlin
Entrance: pre-selling: 19 € // box office: 22 €

Showtime: 20:00 o’clock
Contact: Tom: tom@rufrecords.de 
Band coordination: Nassos: anastasilakis@yahoo.de 
__________________________________________________________
THE EUROPEAN BLUES UNION

presents the 2nd EUROPEAN BLUES CHALLANGE in Berlin
The European Blues Union (EBU), a non-profit organization launched by a handful of European blues professionals in 2010, is registered in Brussels, Belgium. Festival and tour promoters, clubs, agents, specialist magazines, radio deejays, journalists, researchers, photographers, blues musicians and communities, independent record companies and distributors represent a dynamic scene characterized by idealism, personal commitment and a passion for honest, handmade music. Few music genres may call on such a loyal fan base. To achieve our common purpose of bringing the blues into the public limelight, the European Blues Union has started various activities. The annual European Blues Challenge (EBC) represents the major networking means of the organization for an annual get-together for the European blues community. 
The first steps toward organizing a pan-European network of blues activities took place with a project in 2007 in Italy to create the umbrella organization EBU. In June 2008, the first took place in Parma, Italy, during Parma’s Roots & Food Festival. More than 70 participants from 18 countries took part. In addition to making contacts, getting to know one another and engaging in extensive brainstorming on a variety of topics, those present also defined the conditions for the foundation of a European Blues Union.
Today the EBU – an association represented in 24 European countries – is presently made up solely of volunteer, non-paid members. Founding Members of the organisation are Ferdinando Vighi, Roots&Blues Parma (IT); Jean Guillermo , Blues sur Saine (FR); Jostein Forsberg, Notodden Bluesfestival (NO); Winne Penninckx, Naked Prod. (BE); Detlev Hoegen, Crosscut Records (DE) and current and first chairman Thomas Ruf, Ruf Records (DE). 

On 16th and 17th March 2012 blues artists from 19 different European countries, each of them winners of their respective national blues contests will compete at the 2nd European Blues Challenge. The Challenge will be held again at  Kesselhaus in Berlin’s Kulturbrauerei, an industrial-style venue in a beautiful late 19th century brick stone building in the heart of Berlin’s Prenzlauer Berg district. The winner will be announced at the end of this two-night blues marathon. The EBC is organized by the EBU.
European Blues Union vzw

Chrysantenstraat 28

1020 Brussels

Belgium
www.bluesyou.com/european-blues-challenge-news.html
The winner of the challenge will get the opportunity to play at following festivals:
· Blues sur Seine

· Notodden Blues Festival

· Lucerne Blues Festival

Line-Up - Friday, 16th March:
· Ismo Haavisto Band (FI)
· The Downstrokes (HR)
· John F. Klaver Band (NL)
· Lubos Bena (SK)
· Roland Tchakounte (FR)
· Marco Marchi & The Mojo Workers (CH)
· Chehols (LV)
· slavek wierzcholski i nocna zmiana bluesa (PL)
· Lightnin’ Guy & The Mighty Gators  (B)  
Line-Up - Saturday, 17th:
· Vasko The Patch (BG)The Downstrokes (HR)
· Dago Red (IT)
· Slindin’ Slim  (SE)
· Norbert Schneider  (AT)
· Rita Engedalen & Backbone (NO)
· Mingo & the Blues Intruders (ES)
· Ben Poole (UK)
· The Blues Express (DK)
· Michael van Merwyk (DE)
· T. Blues Mob (GE)
Finale:
· Announcement of the winner 
· Show by the winner
· Jam-Session of all artists
